Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 Part 2

To be completed only by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2020/21

1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less must, following the end of each financial year, complete Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

a) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or
b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not
exceed £25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2021. Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for
which the Authority will be charged £40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Part 2) which is made up of:

« Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.

« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.
- Section 2 — Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority.
NOTE: Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual
Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2021.

Publication Requirements
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the

Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:

e Certificate of Exemption, page 3

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/21, page 4

¢ Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21, page 5

« Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21, page 6

« Analysis of variances

« Bank reconciliation

- Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review

Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. If so, the authority should not certify itself as
exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Part 3 of the AGAR 2020/21 and
return it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by the externai auditor.
The cost to the authority for the review will be £200 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed
under ‘Publication Requirements’, there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

If it decides to certify itself as exempt, the authority must complete and return the Certificate of Exemption
on Page 3 to the external auditor to confirm that it has certified itself exempt.

er authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2020/21, Sections 1 and 2

+ An authority that wishes to db@gaaﬁ éseif eanpt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must
do so at a meeting of the auth« h 2021. it should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the exfaf.‘em gm:tar However, as part of a more H@o*ﬁ:“st: regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

« The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 3¢ June 2021. Reminder
letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT for each letier.

= The authority must comply with Pmper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGh% and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide™ which is i

to time and contains everything ﬁeeded 10 prepare successfuiiy for the financiai year-end.

authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual

sovernance S‘iage mnent and the accounts.

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting

Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references

- The Responsible Financial C}ﬁmer (RFO) must certify the accounts {S?Gt on 2) before they are presented
to the authority for approval. The dd’m}m; must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

= The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practacai after the date of the
AGAR approval.

« Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated.
Avoid making amendments to the completed annual return. Any amendments must be approved by the
authority and properly initialied.

« Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.

« You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

« The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners’ Guide* which may assist.

- Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried f@zward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2020) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2021).

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July

o
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i
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« The authority must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit P\egueat ions 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2021.

Have all highlighted boxes been completed?

Have the dates set

All sectior

for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and
explanations provided?

Section 1 or any statement to which the response is 'no’, is an explanation available
fur publication?

Section 2 Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations from last year to this year been
published?

is an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should
a question be raised by a local elector and/or an interested party?

is a sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only)

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — haus ali disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate E
L
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Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2020/21 Part 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2021, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the extermnal auditor, provided that the authority has certified itseif as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2021 and a compieted Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2021
notifying the external auditor.

Croxden Parish Council

certifies that during the financial year 2020/21, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for the year or
total gross annua!l expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2020/21: £6,378
Total annual gross expenditure for the authoerity 2020/21.  £7 575

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Part 3 to the exiernal auditor fo undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £200 +VAT will be pavable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
« The authority was in existence on 1st Aprit 2017
< In relation to the preceding financial vear (2019/20), the external auditor has not:

- issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it

« made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

+ issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 (*the Act™, and has not withdrawn the notice
= commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
+ made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is untawful,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

» The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the AcL
If you are able to confinm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross income,
nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not both).
The Annual Intermal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audi
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority websile/webpage™ before 1 July 2021.
By signing this certificate you are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement.

Signed by the Responsible Einancial Officer  Date | confirm that this Certificate of

e Eiiel 7 psisbea g e oVed BYTNS  05/05/2021
Signed b}(@hairmam y y, Date % as recorded in mm‘\,ste‘rsference:
{/W Y 05/05/2021 | A21.05.008 |
Gen;ric emall address of Authority Telephone number
croxdenparishclerk@gmail.com : 01889566393

*Published web address
http://www.croxdenparishcouncil.org.uk/

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2021. Reminder letters incur a charge of £40 +VAT

-~ o~
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/21

Croxden Parish Council

http://lwww.croxdenparishcouncil.org.uk/

During the financial year ended 31 March 2021, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2020/21 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,
in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard
adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

| A, Appropnte ccountmg records have been ery kept throughout the financial year.

| B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
i expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy

of arrangements to manage these. ‘

. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against |
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

| E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

| banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. / .

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was N /

approved and VAT appropriately accounted for. i

| . Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
| approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

NIEN RN N EN

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

| 1. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2019/20, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (/7 the authority had a limited assurance

i w of ifs 2019/20 AGAR tick " not covered”)

L. The authority publishes information on a website/webpage, up to date at the time of the internal
audit, in accordance with the Transparency code for smaller authorities.

| M. The authority, during the previous year (2019- -20) correctly provided for the period for the

I exercise of public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidernced by th

1 on the website and/or aut approvec 1 minutes con ff""r/”"f

NN

<

< | \\

x 14
ice publi

N. The authority has complied with the pubhcatxon requirements for 2019/20 AGAR
| (see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes)

| 0. (For local councils only) :
| Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. v

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

R1/o¢|202] A AsTiR TECPLeN
Si f h —
cé%gggugit?hg momalaudt | SN = éﬁ pate S04 © YETXY

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21
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Croxden Parish Council
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Signed by the Chairman and
approval was given:
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Chairman

‘required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Stafement)

information required by the Transparency Code has

http://www.croxdenparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

Croxden Parish Council

\}"ea{ending I otes and guidance

Please round all ffgures to-nearest£1. Do not: !eave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All: figurés must
agree to underlying financial records. |

1. ’Batancles brought ; e Total balances and reserves at the cc;mm-r* of the
forward 3,987 4,494 as recorded in the financial records. v
Box 7 of previous year.

8 must agre

Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and mvfavk

4,000 4,500 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grant
sived.
3. {(+) Total other receipts : : Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

618 1.878| the precept or rate—m:

grants received.

25 received {line 2). Incit

4. (-) Staff cosis 1 Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
ik of all employees. Include gross salar and wages,
1,496 1,548 e ¢

employers NI contributions, employers pe )
contributions, gratuities and severance payments,

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest

r{-;g yayments 0 0| made during the on the authority’s borre
8. (-3 All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
2,615 6.027| book less staff costs {line 4) and loan interest/capital

ayments (fine 5).

e |

{=) Balances car Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must

forward 4,494 : 3,297 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and ! , The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 4.494 3.297| hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9, Total fixed &

The vaum of alf the property the authority owns — it is ma
fong hrm i.«va, fi &

6,854 8,509 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments a

and asst 31 Marcn,
10, Total borrowings | The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of ail loans
0 0 from third parties (including PWLE).

The Councif as a body cormz‘ate acts as sole trustee for
and Is responsibie for managing Trust funds or assets,

“ouncils Only) Disclosure note

including charitable)

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were

i certify that for the yearen ded 31 March
Statements in this Annual Governance amd : approved by this authority on this date:
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and : i 05;0,5/2021
payments or ome and expenditure mspe foliowing the

qw%,mc# in iity for Smaller
Autho per Practices
and p { position of this authority.

le Financial Officer before being A21.05.008

ity forapproyél

nc

s recorded in minute refere

4 of the meeting where the

;oved

15/04/2021 ; el e




Explanation of significant variances in the accounting statements - Section 2

Parish Council name: Croxden Parish Council

Please explain any variances of more than 15% or anything over £100k between the totals for
individual boxes in Section 2. We do not require explanations for variances of less than £200;
however, in some cases there may be ‘compensating’ variances which leave the overall total for a
box relatively unchanged — e.g. where there was a major one-off project in one year (e.g.
contribution to village hall extension of £30,000), but a totally different expense of a similar size in
the next (e.g. purchase of playground equipment of £28,000). In such cases, it would be helpful to
provide an explanation of movements within each box. We also ask you to explain any change
where there is a movement to or from zero. Please either use the proforma below, or complete a
separate schedule if more space is required.

Section 2 2019/20 | 2020/21 | Variance Detailed explanation of variance of more than 15%
£ (+/-) £
£ (for each reason noted please include monetary values (to
nearest £10)
Box 2 4000 4500 + £500
12.5%
Precept
Box 3 618 1878 +£1260 £1000 donation from Tarmac for WW1 Bench
204% £100 donation from Rotary Club for WW1 Bench
Other
income/re
ceipts
Box 4 1496 1548 +£52
3.5%
Staff costs
Box 5 0 0 0
Loan
interest/
capital
Box 6 2615 6027 +£3412 £905- purchased WW1 Bench
130.5% £105 carriage charge for WW1 Bench
Other £450 — purchased WW1 Silent Solider
payments £480 — installation of WW1 Bench and Silent Solider
£840 — repaired/replaced 5 footpath stiles
£288 — repaired/replaced 1 footpath stile
£238 Zoom license for remote meetings




Box 7 4494 3297 -£1197 If some of the year-end balances are earmarked for specific
-26.6% purposes rather than as a general reserve, please provide a
Bala.nces breakdown.
caried 2020-2021 Budget for Stile repairs was £640 {overspent by
forward £488)
2020-2021 Budget did not include installation of WW1 Bench
and Silent Solider £480
2020-2021 Budget did not include Zoom Annual license and
monthly payments £209
Earmarked Funds:
£2500 for Election and Council Administration.
Box 9 6854 8509 +£1655 Explain all movements in this category and not just those
. £24% above 15% or over £100k
Fixed £300 — Stone Flower Trough
assets & £905 WW1 Bench
long term £450 Silent Solider
assets
Box 10 0 0 0
Total

borrowing




Croxden Parish Council — AGAR Reconciliation —2020-2021

Bank reconciliation —

This reconciliation must include all bank and building society accounts and other short-term
investments*. It must agree to Box 8 in the column headed “Year ending 31 March 2021” in Section
2 of the Annual Return. It will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts are prepared on a receipts and
payments (cash) basis.

Parish Council Name Croxden Parish Council for Financial year ending 31 March 2021

Prepared by ___Mrs VRE Gibson — Clerk/RFO_ (Name and Position) Date__16.04.2021_

Balance per bank statements as at 31 March 2021: £ £

e.g. Current account 3378.19

Petty cash float (if applicable)

Less: any unpresented cheques at 31 March 2021 (normally only
current account)

Cheque number 000062 81

Add: any un-banked cash at 31 March 2021

e.g. Allotment rents banked 31 March 2021 (but not
credited until 1 April)

Net balances as at 31 March 2021 3297.19

The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the
year, as follows:



CASH BOOK

Opening Balance 1 April 2020 4494
Add: Receipts in the year 6378
Less: Payments in the year 7575
Closing balance per cash book [receipts and payments book] as at 3297

31 March 2021 (must equal net balances above)

* Note: Long-term investments should be excluded from the bank reconciliation and from Section 2,
Boxes 1, 7 and 8. They must be shown in Section 2, Box 9 and recorded in the asset and investment
register.



Confirmation regarding the exercise of public rights

Parish Council name: Croxden Parish Council

The Parish Council must inform the electorate of an exact 30 working day period during which public
rights may be exercised.

The inspection period must commence no later than 1 July 2021.

The elector’s rights must start EXACTLY one day after the annual return has been published on your
website (or other free to access website used by the Council) with the statutory notice at
Attachment 3.2. Publication of the annual return must be as soon as practical after the unaudited
annual return has been approved by the Parish Council.

Working days are defined as Monday — Friday. They do not include Saturdays, Sundays and Bank
holidays.

The inspection period commences on: 10" May 2021

And ends on: _21% June 2021

Signed: Girny Glbson Date: 6™ May 2021

Position held:____RFO /Clerk




WHAT COUNCILS NEED TO DO TO ADVERTISE THE AUDIT

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 as summarised in the Accounts and Audit
(England) Regulations 2015 (Statutory Instrument No. 234), and subsequent amendments
and the Code of Audit Practice require that:

1. The accounts to be audited (the Annual Return) and other documents such as books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating to them must be made available
for inspection by any person interested on reasonable notice, during a period of 30
working days selected by the Parish Council. MHCLG have clarified that the March
2021 amendment to the regulations unintentionally allowed smaller authorities until 1
August 2021 to start the period of public rights and they have confirmed that this should
only apply to principle authorities with smaller authorities required to start the period
no later than 1 July 2021. MHCLG are seeking Ministerial approval to correct the
regulations so SAAA have designed the AGARs and we have written this guidance on
the assumption this is granted. In any event, there is no barrier on a smaller authority
publishing the AGAR and starting the public rights period earlier than the deadline.

2. The notice advertising the inspection period must be published with the accounts and
must state:

(1) The period of 30 working days during which the Annual Return, and other
documents referred to in paragraph 1 above will be available for public inspection;

(2) Details of the manner in which notice should be given of an intention to inspect
the accounts and other documents;

(3) The name and address of the auditor; and

(4) The provisions contained in section 26 (inspection of documents and questions at
audit) and section 27 (right to make objections at audit) of the Act

The Parish Council to use the attachment 3.2 to advertise the audit.

Please see the link below for the original regulation, the update to make special arrangements
for 2019/20 due to the implications of COVID-19 and the March 2021 update.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/pdfs/uksi_20150234_en.pdf

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/404
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/263/regulation/1/made




Local council name: Croxden Parish Council

Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights
Accounts for the year ended 315t March 2021

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, and
The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 (SI 234)

1. Date of announcement: __ 6" May 2021 (a) Insert date of placing of this
(a) notice on your website.

2. Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounts to be audited and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and
receipts relating to them. For the year ended 31 March 2021 these
documents will be available on reasonable notice on application to:

(b) Insert name, position and
(b) __Mrs Gibson — Clerk — Please contact by telephone 01889 566393 or contact details of the Clerk

croxdenparishclerk@gmail.com or other person to whom
any person may apply to

inspect the accounts.

commencing on (c) _10" May 2021

and ending on (d) 215t June 2021 (c)And

(d)The inspection period must
be 30 working days in total
and commence no later than 1
July 2021.

3. Local Government Electors and their representatives also have:
o the opportunity to question the auditor about the accounts; and

« the right to make objections to the accounts or any item in them.
Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a
copy sent to the Authority (f).

The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this
purpose during the inspection period at 2 above.

4. The audit is being conducted under the provisions of the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations
2015 and the National Audit Office’ Code of Audit Practice. Your audit is
being carried out by:

Mazars LLP, The Corner, Bank Chambers, 26 Mosley Street, Newcastle
upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

; . | iti

5. This announcement is made by (e))___Mrs Gibson =) Onfspe ertr: oanmp? a?:?r? gpt%?;t'on
notice




Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Public Rights

The basic position

By law any interested person has the right to inspect a council's/meeting’s accounts. If you are entitled and
registered to vote in local council elections then you (or your representative) have additional rights to ask the
appointed auditor questions about the council’s accounts or object to an item of account contained within them.

The right to inspect the accounts

When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year it must advertise that they are available
for people to inspect. Having given the council reasonable notice of your intentions, you then have 30 working days
to look through the accounting statements in the Annual Return and any supporting documents. By arrangement,
you will be able to inspect and make copies of the accounts and the relevant documents. You may have to pay a
copying charge.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounts

You can only ask the appointed auditor questions about the accounts. The auditor does not have to answer
questions about the council’s policies, finances, procedures or anything else not related to the accounts. Your
questions must be about the accounts for the financial year just ended. The auditor does not have to say whether
they think something the council has done, or an item in its accounts, is lawful or reasonable.

The right to object to the accounts

If you think that the council has spent money that it should not have, or that someone has caused a loss to the
council deliberately or by behaving irresponsibly, you can request the auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration
that an item of account is contrary to law. You do this by sending a formal ‘notice of objection’ to the auditor at the
address below. The notice must be in writing and copied to the council. In it, you must tell the auditor why you
are objecting and what you want the auditor to do about it. The auditor must reach a decision on your objection. If
you are not happy with that decision, you can appeal to the courts.

You may also object if you think that there is something in the accounts that the auditor should discuss with the
council or tell the public about in a ‘public interest report’. You must follow the same procedure as outlined in the
previous paragraph. The auditor must then decide whether to take any action. The auditor does not have to, but
usually will, give reasons for his/her decision and you cannot appeal to the courts. More information is available on
the National Audit Office website (see contact details below).

You may not use this ‘right fo object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your council. You should take
such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or your solicitor. You may also be able to
approach the Standards Committee of your local principal authority if you believe that a member of the council has
broken the Code of Conduct for Members.

What else you can do

Instead of objecting, you can give the auditor information that is relevant to his/her responsibilities. For example,
you can simply tell the auditor if you think that something is wrong with the accounts or about waste and inefficiency
in the way the council runs its services. You should make it clear that you are providing information rather than
making a formal objection. You do not have to follow any set time limits or procedures. The auditor does not have
to give you a detailed report of any subsequent investigation, but will usually tell you the outcome.

A final word

Councils, and so local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections. In deciding whether
to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor must take into account is the cost that will be
involved. The auditor will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the
courts, you might have to pay for the action yourself.

Who should you contact?

For more detailed guidance on electors’ rights and the special | If you wish to contact your Council’s
powers of auditors, copies of the publication Council appointed external auditor please write to:
Accounts - a guide to your rights are available by calling

the National Audit Office on 020 7798 7000 or downloading
from the website https://www.nao.org.uk/ Cameron Waddell, Partner, Mazars LLP,

local.councils@mazars.co.uk




